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As another school year comes to a close, I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our JEPS families a 

wonderful Christmas and New Year and I look forward to working with you again in 2019. 

I have attached below a copy of my presentation day speech….. 

ONE CHILD, ONE TEACHER, ONE BOOK, ONE PEN CAN CHANGE THE WORLD…… 

As teachers, we take delight in what we do and for us success is not just the sense of pride we feel when we are 

able to celebrate and recognise individuals on formal occasions such as this, it’s also those moments when you 

see the smile on a students’ face when they realise “they finally get it” or the pride and satisfaction in knowing  

students have made personal changes that that have transferred to success in both academic and social learning. 

Each day teachers come to school ready to tackle a job that is critically important, extraordinarily complex, often 

joyful and at times, heartbreaking. In essence, teachers help others to become their best selves and I can think of 

no more important work.  

Good morning students, teachers, parents, carers and special guests and welcome to the 2018 Presentation Day 

Assembly.  

To begin, I would like to give my heartfelt thanks to all the staff at JEPS – for the difference they make each and 

every day to the lives of students. Thank you to the executive members of staff for your ongoing support and  

commitment (Mrs Halicek, Mrs D’Angelis, Mrs McColgan, Mr Rolls and Mrs Davies) to the teachers, Mrs          

Anderson and the support staff.  I would like to give a special mention and thanks to Ms Dunscombe, for your 

commitment, organisation and friendship.  

It is with sadness this year that we farewell some popular members of the team. Mr Mercer, who will be heading 

to northern NSW and Ms Pearce who will be heading in the opposite direction – to the south coast. Whilst I know 

these are exciting opportunities for you both and on behalf of the JEPS staff and community, we wish you every 

success and happiness in your new roles. You will both be missed – Mr Mercer in particular for your contribution 

to sport locally and across the wider education community and Ms Pearce, for your talent in the performing       

arts – who will we call upon to perform at our 2019 Talent Quest? To our amazing support staff – Mr Novak,     

Mrs Imbessi and Mrs Gardiner – we thank you for your ongoing commitment to the staff and students of our 

school and wish each of you well until we meet again.  

We will also welcome to our school as a permanent staff member, Ms Taryn Pears, who will be joining us from the 

commencement of 2019 from Minchinbury Public School.  

I would like to thank my colleague, Mrs Leiza Lewis, Principal Erskine Park HS for her ongoing support and    

commitment to a shared vision for the education of students Kindergarten to Year 12. This year alone we have 

joined with students and staff at Erskine Park High School for Science, English, Extension Mathematics and    

Visual Arts, leadership development initiatives and this year, for the first time as a STEPS community we were 

invited to participate in a combined venture between the high school and Rotary. This public speaking event    

involved a representative from each of the 5 STEPS primary schools with Georgia Bevis coming away runner up.  

In 2019 we look to continue extending our links in curriculum and teacher professional development through high 

level coordination from Mrs Paul, Head Teacher Professional Practice at Erskine Park High School and Mrs Leisa 

Halicek.  
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Parents, carers and family – your generous support of our school is immeasurable. Whether it’s asking you to    

donate cakes, support your children through participation in mufti-days or celebrating students as they perform on 

stage during an assembly item. This year in particular was heartfelt in your financial donations to the farmers     

suffering through the drought and in recent weeks, as we provided ‘boxes of kindness’ to the students at Ivanhoe 

Central School. Your generosity continues to amaze me.   

Special thanks on behalf of the entire school community goes to our wonderful P&C. We thank Mrs Bree Wade  

and Mrs Amanda Grigg and their team for their contribution to fundraising and events held during the year. I would 

like to make special mention of the $50000 donated this term by the P&C that has been put toward iPads in the     

classrooms.   

In 2018 we were successful in various aspects of the performing arts. We were represented by the Senior Dance 

Group who participated at a number of events across the year. Thank you to Miss Chester and Miss Borg for your 

commitment, skill and organisation. Four of our students’ artwork was selected for Operation Art: 

Amelia Wilson 
Ryan Scibberas 
Summer Dyson and 
Levi Latu 

 

with Summer Dyson’s artwork going on to be displayed in a regional hospital. 

Our singing group who will perform for you today also performed at the STEPS Performing Arts Festival – thank 

you to Mrs Powell. Our Stage 3 students represented our school in Ballroom Dancing at the Sydney Dance Sport 

Championships.  Thank you Mrs Halicek and members of the team.  

Our school participated in the STEPS Debating – thank you to our Stage 3 teachers who coordinated and managed 

their participation. 

JEPS has a longstanding history of success in sport and this year has been no different with teams across a variety 

of sports – these achievements will be recognised on Monday at our Sport and CAPA Presentation. Individual 

recognition goes to our three NSW Representatives who participated at school sport Australia Championships.  

Isiah Santos – Basketball 

Tamara Lukanovic – Soccer 

Blake Hodges – Golf 

 

Congratulations to those students being recognised today, to our outgoing school leaders – you have represented 

your school with pride, demonstrating leadership skills in your role this year – I thank you on behalf of the school 

and wider community. Year 6….as you forge your way forward on to your next adventure – always remember your 

primary school years – your teachers, your friends. I wish you every success and happiness in your future          

endeavours and farewell you with this message….. 

“ The capacity to learn is a gift; the ability to learn is a skill; the willingness to learn is a choice.”             

Brian Herbert 

Corinna Robertson 

Principal 
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News from the Deputy Principal 

Page 4 

Presentation Day 
 
At our Presentation Day Assembly we had the opportunity to acknowledge the achievements of many         
students from academic achievement, citizenship, improvement, effort and application, consistency and    
creativity. Congratulations to students who received an award. I am sure though that there are many other 
students who  missed out today and I hope that they know that their efforts are acknowledged.  
 

Student Reports 
 
Semester 2 reports were sent home on today. We hope that parents and carers found them informative. Well 
done to students for working well over the semester. 
 

 
2019 Captains and Councillors 
 
At our Presentation Day Assembly today, we announced our 2019 captains and councillors. I look forward to 
working closely with our leaders next year and congratulate them on achieving their positions. I would also 
like to congratulate all year 5 students who were nominated for positions 
 

2019 Information 
 
We are currently in the process of finalising classes and teachers for 2019. At this stage, the students will     
return in 2019 and spend the first few days in their 2018 class before we finalise our numbers and then form 
our new classes. Once again, I remind parents to please let us know if you are not returning to JEPS at the 
start of the year or if you intend to enrol your child or children at another school. 
 
Towards the end of the school holidays, the uniform shop will be open on Tuesday 22nd, Wednesday 23rd  and 
Thursday 24th January from 9.00 to 10.30am. Thank you to the P&C ladies for opening the shop for the        
convenience of all parents. 
 
School resumes on Wednesday 30th January for all students in Years 1 to 6. Our 2019 Kindergarten students 
will begin fully on Tuesday 5th February. Before they commence, Kinder will complete their Best Start           
assessment. 
 
For students who have medical issues such as anaphylaxis and asthma and require either an individualised 
health care plan or an ASCIA plan we ask parents that during the Christmas break that they take their child/
children to the doctors and have relevant forms completed, signed and dated so that we have the most up to 
date information. 
 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our families a Merry Christmas and a safe and relaxing 
break. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
Kim Dunscombe 
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Assembly of Excellence 
 

 

Our Term 4 Assembly of Excellence was held in Week 7. At this assembly two students 

from each class received a Principal’s award for Excellence in Geography and two  students received 

awards for Excellent  Attitude and Application in Geography. 

 

The following students received their award for Excellence in Geography: 

K Deers– Sasha and Sienna    1B– Grayden and Isaac  2B – Paul and Jayla 

K Foxes– Omar and Elvin                  1C– Jackson and Beau   2J-  Mathaus and Nate 

K Owls– Chase and Jesse    1P– Skye and Bentley  2R– Destanee and Charli 

K Racoons– Cooper and Harrison 1V– Katherine and Taylah 

 

3B– Kayden and Scarlett   4C- Ethan and Jayden   5F– Abbey  and Christian 

3C– Kaatje and Jeremy   4S –Esha and Zach    5M– Dayna and Nadia 

3/4D– Sebastian and Josh  4W– Shazia and Mitchell    5R– Chelsea and Hannah 

6H– Max and Ryan     6L– Jacob and Keeley   6P– Olivia and Maryam 

 

 

The following students received their award for Excellent Attitude and Application in Geography: 

K Deers– Ryder and Quinton  1B– Elaina and Tatum   2B –Zahra and Nefes 

K Foxes– Max and Semira  1C– Akain and Emily   2J—Lauren and Tareq 

K Owls– Brooke and Sienna  1P– Summer and Kamran  2R– Jackson and Hugh 

K Racoons– Ella and Lincoln  1V– Eric and Kyle 

 

3B– Archie and Braidyn    4C-Cooper and Nathanial   5F– Regan and Zachariah 

3C– Chantelle and Eshaan  4S– Marlee and Summer   5M– Olivia and Najib  

3/4D– Sienna and Chelsey  4W– Jaxson and Lily   5R– Ethan and Nicholas 

6H– Emily and Adam   6L– Tayjah and Jorja   6P– Diesel and Georgia 
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Thank you to all families that contributed and helped spread kindness to Ivanhoe Central School. As a school 

community we were able to send off gifts to all 35 students and 18 staff members. We would also like to thank 

Schreiterer Transport and Tony Lauer Transport who generously transported our boxes.  
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White Ribbon Day 
Thank You to all of our students  

 for their AMAZING effort! 

Together we raised 

 

 

$579.10 
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White Ribbon 

On Friday the 23rd of November K-6 participated 

in White Ribbon Day. Students and teachers were 

to wear white and black clothing (mainly white). 

Students were to bring in a gold coin donation to 

help raise money and awareness to this cause. 

White Ribbon is a foundation made to stop           

violence and to promote respectful relationships. 
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White Ribbon River Walk 

On Sunday 25th             

November, Penrith City 

Council held it’s annual 

walk in support of White 

Ribbon. All STEPS schools 

were represented. We 

hope to see this event 

grow. 
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                   P&C News 

 

 

 

 

Another year gone so fast ! 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to Thank Mrs Robertson, Ms Dunscombe & all      
of our wonderful teachers for their encouragement and support this year. To Mandy,     
Cindy, Belinda & Kathy a big  thank you for everything you do to help us out every 
time. 

Thank You Kristy, Kim, Amanda, Abby, Kylie & Vandhana who give up so much of their 
own time and work so hard for our school. 

None of this would be possible without our wonderful JEPS families a big THANK YOU 
for your  support in 2018. We wish you a safe and Happy Christmas and a terrific 
2019.  

For your convenience the Uniform Shop will be opening 
during the school holidays :- 

Tuesday 22nd January 9am -  10:30am 

Wednesday  23rd January 9am – 10:30am 

Thursday 24th January 9am - 10:30am 

 

Merry Christmas 

JEPS P&C 
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On Monday 3 December, Year 6 hosted a fun day for K-5 students. There were lots of 

fun activities including boot camp, hair spray, tattoos, photo booth, soccer shoot 

out, fortune telling, nail polish and many more. There were lots of ice cream spiders 

and cakes consumed. 

Thank you to Year 6 parents and families who generously donated items for the fun 

day. It would not have been a success without your support. $3570 was raised for 

the Year 6 farewell. 

Well done Year 6 on a well-organised event. Your teachers are very proud of you. 
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2018  

Operation Art 

 

Ryan  2B  Amelia 1V 

Levi 3B 

Summer 1P 
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Our favourite class books are… 

 Because 

Rodney 

the rabbit 

is funny 

and the 

story  

rhymes 

 Because 

Pearl and 

Charlie 

are friends 

even 

though 

they are 

different 

 

because the baby owls 

love their mum  and   

families are important 

We love to write and learn our sounds and sight words. 

Here are some pages from our writing books. 

 

We love to learn maths concepts Creating art is so much fun 

  

We loved visiting the farm, working with our buddy 

class,learning to play music and having fun learning 

Kindy OWLS class profile 

We LOVE learning … learning is FUN 

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj07Iyx_YnfAhXLXCsKHQH3Bv0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.booktopia.com.au/pearl-barley-and-charlie-parsley-aaron-blabey/prod9780143503071.html&psig=AOvVaw03Fillu5zaIRmx1nl
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi3hKvM_onfAhXYbisKHcIvDcIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.amazon.com/Owl-Babies-Martin-Waddell/dp/0763617105&psig=AOvVaw1wajTju8DO_81Ilq6FDfMr&ust=1544143942389269
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi8_oXrh-TTAhWBxZQKHV2fCcYQjRwIBw&url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3D9xSaINX-fdc&psig=AFQjCNGNf9EtI_IANwZW5_3SkYOFM8QJyQ&ust=1494461969626298
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwigoP6q_-PTAhUGi5QKHYWlBsYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartkid.com/clip-art-numbers-1-20-cliparts/&psig=AFQjCNEIq4P7O3xI8qWGCXzWrE3biUXdDA&ust=1494459953382750
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwit3_vziuTTAhWHo5QKHZB_D6MQjRwIBw&url=https://www.123rf.com/photo_21528816_cartoon-art-pallet-with-paints-and-brush.html&psig=AFQjCNGgpKSJl8z9ax6bDSNFw3jkVGLUJw&ust=149446303884494
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiLtcbi-4nfAhUYU30KHUWkBIYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.readings.com.au/products/24205348/rodney-loses-it&psig=AOvVaw2WlJMbE9jNlY3V-eA1rMOF&ust=1544143164122959


Pag

Merry Christmas 

The students of 4C would like to wish everyone a very         

Merry Christmas and a Happy and Safe New Year.                   

See you all again in 2019. 
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5M with Tim Harris  

Author of Mr Bambuckle’s Remarkables and Exploding                       

Endings 1,2,3 & 4. We were lucky to have Tim visit twice and on his     

second visit return with James Hart the illustrator. James created some 

awesome Bambuckle artworks and donated them to the library. 
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 Author Visits 
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Author Visits Cont. 
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YEAR 5 CAMP  
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YEAR 5 CAMP  
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YEAR 5 CAMP  

TOP 5 THINGS ABOUT CAMP 

5. Activities– We loved activities because they were fun and we got to do a 

lot of them. Some activities were raft building, canoeing, archery, rock     

climbing, ropes, beach games and night activities.  

4. Cabins–  Cabins were fun because we got to hang out with our friends and 

eat lollies.  

3. Free time-  Free time was great because we got to hang out with our friends 

and we got to walk around and play newcombe ball.  

2. Food-  We liked the food. We got to help out with serving the food and we 

got to eat the delicious meals.  

1. Pool time-  We got to swim in the pool after our activities.  

Tanika & Elysia- 5F 

 

TOP 5 THINGS ABOUT CAMP 

5. Night games– Night games were fun because we got to meet new people 

and the games were enjoyable. 

4. Dining room–  We liked the dining room because there was delicious food 

and when you wanted a snack you could go to the fridge and get a piece of 

fruit. 

3. Cabins-  Cabins were fun because we got to hang out with our friends and 

at night we got to eat lollies. 

2. Canoeing-  Canoeing was fun because we got to learn new skills in the    

water and we got to sit in the canoe with a friend.  

1. Ropes-  The ropes course was fun because we got to experience new   

challenges and when it was tough, our friends were there to comfort us.  

Nekea & Jordyn– 5F
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5M’s top 5 things from  

Year 5 Camp                                                            

1. Kayaking      2. High ropes/flying fox course                                                                  

3. Walking on the beach         4. Archery    

     5. Night games  
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Year 6 Science at EPHS Science Lab 
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 Year 6 Fiction Frenzy at EPHS 
In October, 15 Year 6 students were selected to present their      

Fiction Frenzy work at Erskine Park High School. The students got 

to see the Year 7 students work and the Year 6 and 7 classes came 

to see all the work that was on display. It was an exciting day for 

the students and the quality of the work these students produced 

was exceptional. With a variety of different work which included 

written and technological pieces on the students chosen books. 

The teachers were very impressed with the presentation and work 

quality of the attending students. A very successful day for the   

Fiction Frenzy project.  

By Mason  
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Extension Maths 
Every Wednesday morning  Kirithiga, Abbi, Taliyah, Cameron 

and Rudra go up to the high school to learn extra maths.   

We are challenged with exciting new topics each week.    

We sometimes use computers and sometimes we play 

mathematical games. All the STEPS schools have five        

students representing their school for extension maths.   

Our high school teacher Mr Yang and his student teacher 

helped us to learn Year 9 maths. I hope our school has the 

opportunity to participate in this program again. 

   By Kirithiga 
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Combined Future Leadership Day 

with EPHS and Blackwell Public 

School. 

On Thursday the 13th of September a group of children went to 

the high school to participate in a combined future Leadership 

Day. We participated in small group activities. We learned how to 

do different skills in order to become a leader for 2019. 

The high school leaders were the ones leading the day. We even  

made wedding dresses out of newspaper. Overall I really enjoyed 

the day, it was very fun to learn the different skills and play the 

leadership games.   

Mariah 6L 
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For the past 3 weeks every Tuesday morning a group of students 

went up to the high school. Some of the things that we did at the 

high school was go to the farm and pat some animals and feed   

the cow Anna. We went to the main block where most of the   

class rooms were. Some of the class rooms these students went   

to were, the Chinese class room were Miss Hu was teaching her 

class. We went to the amazing office where the nice office ladies 

were    working and where the principal and the deputy principal 

were working. 

The learning and support teachers helps students with homework, 

assignments, work and much more. Mrs Romero showed the 

group of students from JEPS, Blackwell and Oxley Park Public 

Schools around during these extra transition sessions. 

By Lavina  
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EPHS Visual Art 

On Tuesday 27th of November 10 Year 6 students were  chosen to 

go  to EPHS for a visual arts program. During the day the student 

were given 1 or 2 buddies to create an artwork of a farm animal. This was 

projected onto a square piece of wood and was then painted. The colours 

were inspired by Andy Warhol’s artwork of Marilyn Monroe. Overall it 

was a fun and successful day. 

1) My partners – My favourite part about the visual parts program 

was my partners, Lauren and Tanika. They weren’t awkward and 

were just entertaining the whole day, as well as the other year 10 

students on my table. 

 

2) Art – I really enjoyed the making of the art. We all got given an     

animal from their farm and we had to project our animal onto  

wood and paint it with colours inspired by Andy Warhol’s artwork  

of  Marilyn Monroe. 

 

3) Lunch - We got to have 2 breaks during the day, where we got free 

food and got to play handball for about 30mins. 

 

4) Farm – The farm was fun and cool to see. My favourite animal at 

the farm was a sheep named Fluffy and the cow. 

 

5) Humour – During the day the Year 10 students and Jasmine Whitely 

were extremely entertaining. Jasmine was judging one of their     

artworks honestly and it was hilarious. 

        Abbi    6L 
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This term Mrs Williams, Miss Borg, Miss Couper and Mrs D’Angelis took students 

from Years 2,3 and 4 to Swim School at Mt Druitt swimming pools. Students were 

taught the skills they need to survive any water encounters they could come 

across.  

If your child cannot swim 25 metres confidently then we encourage you to take 

up    regular swimming lessons to learn these skills. Swimming is a life-long skill 

that is easiest learnt while young and this can help prevent any accidents around 

water.  
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            JEPS Senior Girls Soccer 

Knockout 
Soccer Knockout was a brilliant experience for Year 5 and 6 

girls this year. This was our greatest year as this is the furthest 

our JEPS team has ever gotten, we made it to the seventh 

round but sadly lost in the eighth. Our first game we one 

against Clairgate 6-0. Our last game we lost only 2-0. We still 

believe it was overall, a great achievement.  

I’d like to thank Mrs Halfpenny for organising the games, she 

congratulated us even through our lost. We couldn’t have 

done it without her. A huge congratulations to our girls for 

making it in the competition, our team helped each other, 

were fair to each other and of course, congratulated each   

other. It was a great year girls, well done. 

Jess 
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MILO CRICKET 

On Thursday 6th December, Milo Cricket returned to JEPS for another fun 

day playing cricket. Stage 2 were lucky enough to participate in the   

morning session with a number of games being played at one time.    

Stage 3 went out after recess and turned up the competition. We were 

lucky enough to have some help from students at Erskine Park High 

School, so a big thank you to those students who gave up their time.         

It was a great day and everyone had a wonderful time.  
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Student  Sporting Achievements 

In Term 4, I competed at the 

schools National Championships 

for golf. This event was a two day 

team event. We played at some 

great courses and finished        

second to Queensland. This was 

my second year 

and both times 

have been great.  

- Blake  

In Term 3 Week 9 I represented 

NSW at the Australian Schools 

National Soccer Championships 

in Sydney. This Event went for 6 

days.  NSW girls came 2nd in 

Australia losing to Queensland 

by 1 point. We did our best and 

only conceded 3 goals through 

out  the tournament. I'm really 

happy with my 

achievement.  

- Tamara 
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Student  Sporting Achievements cont. 

In Term 3 Week 2 I represented Sydney West in the Netball 

Championships. It was held at Genea Netball Centre.  The event 

went for three days and we did great throughout those days. 

My team came third overall.  I’m so happy with our outcome.   

- Matoisha 
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Top Five Sporting Days 

 

1. State Knock Out Touch- During the end of Term 3 and the start of 
Term 4 the State KO team played really well and unfortunately got 
knocked out during the 6th round.  

2. St Marys District Netball- After making it in the team, Ms Williams 
coached the team every Monday for about 5 
weeks. Once we played at Olympic Park, we 
were undefeated till the last round then we 
lost, overall coming 2nd. 

3. State Knockout Netball-The PSSA A’s netball 
team were fortunate to go to Homebush to 
play 5 games of netball. After winning most of 
the five games we then went on to Quarter finals and                  
semi-finals. After playing hard the girls placed 4th overall. 

4. Regional Athletic Carnival-After making it 1st in 
shotput, 2nd in high jump, 3rd in discuss and 4th in 
long jump during the District Carnival, I then 
went to Regional, for shot put in Term 4. On the 
day I placed 4th and had to run in the relay team, 
but unfortunately the teams came 3rd in our 
heat. 

5. Dance Group– The senior girls dance group got to perform at many 
places thanks to our two teachers Miss Chester and Miss Borg. The 
dance was performed at Westfield Shopping Centre and The Joan 
Sutherland Centre. 

 

By Taliyah 
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Top Five Sporting Days cont. 

1. State Knockout Touch- The girls made it to the 6th round 
and enjoyed playing together! 

2. PSSA Senior Netball- The Senior B won most rounds, lost a 
couple and tied a few. We played some fair and unfair 
rounds but had fun and always tried no matter how good or 
bad the opposition was.  

3. Year 6 Camp- I enjoyed going to Canberra and seeing the 
War Memorial, the snow and Parliament House. I especially 
enjoyed Questacon! 

4. Learn to Lead- I had fun at Learn to Lead PE with some of 
the Erskine Park High School students. I learnt new and fun 
sports to play. 

5. Dance Camp- Dance camp was fun! We learnt choreography 
and had a games night and a movie night, the food was ok. 

By Charlotte  
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Merry Christmas  


