
James Erskine Public School 

53 Peppertree Drive 

Erskine Park 2759 

Ph 9834 3009 
www.jameserskip.schoolsnsw.gov.au 

  

  Important Dates  

I am safe 

James Erskine Public School  
Herald Newsletter 

ISSUE 4  FRIDAY 28TH JUNE 2019 

I am respectful 

I am a learner 

Inside this issue: 

Principal News 2 

Deputy Principal 
News 

3 

Assembly of         
Excellence 

4 

Office  News 5-7 

P & C 8 

Biggest Morning Tea 9 

Early Stage 1 10-11 

Stage 1 12-14 

Stage 2 15—17 

Stage 3 18—20 

Sport News 21—24 

NAIDOC Cup 25 

Super Hero Day 26-31 

Wrapped with Love 32 

White Ribbon 33 

Assemblies for Term 3 

 When Run By 

Wednesday 31st July               1.45-2.45 1D 

Wednesday 7th August            1.45-2.45 5P 

Wednesday 14th August          1.45-2.45 KR 

Wednesday 21st August           1.45-2.45 5W 

Wednesday 28th August          1.45-2.45 KO 

Wednesday 4th September      1.45-2.45 5C 

Wednesday 11th September     1.45-2.45 KB 

Wednesday 25th September    1.45-2.45 3B 

Assembly of Excellence Friday 20th September 

Term 2 - July 

5th School Disco 

Term 3 - July 

22nd  Staff Development Day 

23rd   Students return  

24th   NAIDOC Incursion K—6 

25th  Athletics Carnival 3-6 

26th   PSSA recommences   

29th-31st  Year 6 Camp 
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I wanted to take this opportunity to bring to your attention some matters of concern that have 
come to light this term……cyber safety and the recommended ages for use of social platforms. 

 

I have included some links that you might find useful and in addition, urge you to closely monitor 
your child’s use of social networking platforms.  Most alarming are the potential associated   
dangers from strangers, but also of concern are the inappropriate conversations, behaviour and 
comments between students.  

 

Although these conflicts are happening on line and out of school, the flow on effect is impacting 
students at our school causing ongoing angst and peer conflict. Unfortunately, we cannot do   
anything other than suggest that students do not engage and/or communicate with each other 
on these platforms until they meet the recommended age.  We strongly advocate that the age 
recommendations are aligned to each of these sites for a reason.  

 

For your information, some useful sites include: 

 

www.carlyryanfoundation  

https://www.staysmartonline.gov.au/ 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/ 

 
Courtesy of the Carly Ryan Foundation, I have attached for your information, Fact Sheets for 
many of the sites frequently used at this time. 

 
I would be interested to hear from parents if you would like to attend an information session 
here at school around e-safety – as this space is changing and developing before our very eyes! I 
will send out a quick survey on our Facebook page.  If we have enough interest I will organise to 
run this in Term 3. 

 
Thank you for your support in this matter…..and on with some good news stories. 
 
 
 

Corinna Robertson 

http://www.carlyryanfoundation
https://www.staysmartonline.gov.au/
https://www.esafety.gov.au/
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Parent Support 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our parents and guardians for their support over this 

busy term. Over the term we have had Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea, Pyjama Day, Friday PSSA, 

weekly assemblies, basketball, netball and boys touch knockouts, district and regional cross   

country, chocolate drives, Mother’s Day stall, Yr 1 excursion and our Super Hero Writing Dress-Up 

Day and all of these events have and are always well supported. At JEPS we try to make learning 

fun and try to provide our students with a range of experiences and we thank you for your         

ongoing support and commitment. 

Next term plans on being another busy term. Below are some dates that you might like to save; 

 STEPS Music Festival- Thursday 1st August 

 K-2 Sports Carnival – Friday 30th August 

 Education Week Open Day- week 7- Friday 6th September- this day will include our school 

Colour Run 

School Reports and Interviews 

Last week school reports went home and this week parents have had the opportunity to discuss 

with teachers their child’s progress and efforts over semester one. We hope that parents have 

found the    interviews a rewarding and informative experience. 

School Photos 

School photos were taken earlier in the term. We are currently approving class and individual  

photos along with the cover and expect to receive our packages early next term. 

NAIDOC Week 

Next term we will be celebrating NAIDOC week in term 1. As part of our celebrations we have   

organised rotational activities on the grade for the students where the students will participate in 

a range of activities to learn about Aboriginal history and culture. Some of the activities planned  

include: art, storytelling, research and traditional games. Rotational activities will take place on 

Tuesday 23rd July. 

On Wednesday 24th July, we have booked the Koomurri Performance Troupe for a whole school. 

The students will be involved in a variety of hands on experiences throughout the day that will  

include; a Smoking Ceremony, Welcome song and dance, didgeridoo show and storytelling,       

Aboriginal face painting, Aboriginal dance, Aboriginal artworks, boomerang throwing and a      

farewell concert. On this day students are encouraged to wear black, red or yellow. There will be 

no cost to the students for this performance. 

Kind Regards 

Kim Dunscombe 

James Erskine PS Newsletter 
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Assembly of Excellence 

Our Assembly of Excellence was held Friday 28th June, two students from each class were         

presented with Principals awards for excellence. 

 

Congratulations to the following students 
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K Bears   Brooklyn K Foxes   Jamie K Owls   Sienna K Racoons   Benjamin 

K Bears   Williams K Foxes   Ameliya K Owls   Madelyn K Racoons   Caitlyn 

1C             Iylas 1D            Cohen 1V           Imarni 1/2J              Mason 

1C             Sanvi 1D            Sienna 1V            Jaxon 1/2J               Zoe 

2A             Isaac 2B             Jan 2S            Georgia  

2A             Taylor 2B             Gloria 2S            Chloe  

3B             Lauren 3W           Alexander 3/4C        Caleb   

3B             Nate 3W            Josie 3/4C        Alexis  

4A             Kayda 4H             Liliana 4/5K        Kayley  

4A             James 4H             Christian 4/5K        Teagan  

5C             Gabriella 5P              Lara 5W           Melissa  

5C             Ava  5P              Jayden 5W           Gavin  

6G             Ruby 6R              Mia 6S             Rachel  

6G             Jayden 6R              Najib 6S             Marc  
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Office News              Office Hours – 8.30am – 3pm 

Kindergarten Enrolments for 2020 

Applications to enrol have commenced. If your child is turning 5 by 

31 July 2020 they are eligible to enrol. For families residing in        

Erskine Park you can collect an enrolment package from the school 

office. If you reside outside of Erskine Park you may complete a ‘non

-local enrolment form’. The following documentation is required  

prior to enrolment - Evidence must = 100 points; 

 Proof of residency – Property Contract, Lease Agreement, Rates Notice 

 Utilities Bill – Water, Electricity etc 

 Additional documentation – Telephone, Medicare Statement, Electoral Roll Registration etc 

Student Documentation required (originals) 

 Birth Certificate/Passport                   

 Immunisation Statement                   

 If applicable; court orders/health care/specialist reports 

Date Reminders  Term 3 – Upcoming Events/Activities:  

Date Activity/Event Closing Date Cost 

05/07/19 School Disco 28/06/19 $7.00/$5.00 

TERM 3 

24/07/19 Aboriginal Incursion Years K-6     

25/07/19 Athletics Carnival 28/06/19 $10.00/$2.00 

26/07/19 Winter PSSA Resumes Each Friday $7.00 

  State Cross Country     

29/07/19 Year 6 Canberra Camp Departs     

30/07/19 Year 6 Canberra Camp     

31/07/19 Year 6 Canberra Camp Returns     

01/08/19 STEPS Music Festival @ Panthers     

For cash/cheque payments please ensure all notes & money are placed in one envelope.  To 

assist the office whilst receipting multiple cash/cheque payments for your child or children, it is 

preferred you place all children’s payments in one envelope. 

James Erskine PS Newsletter 
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Medication for Students 

If your child requires medication at school, it must be prescribed by a doctor. All medication must 

be presented to the school office and the parent/carer is required to complete a medication 

form. Please do not put any type of medication in your child/rens bag as this poses a risk to all 

students. Even if this is a one –off medication, school procedures must still be adhered to. Your 

support in this matter is much appreciated. 

 

Lost Property 

End of term is nearing and we are constantly receiving lost clothing in the box that goes              

unclaimed. Please check the box for any missing items and ensure your child/ren’s clothing is    

labelled so it may be returned to the classroom. 

 

Sick Students Attending School 

It’s that time of year where there is a high volume of students presenting at the sick bay due to 

illness. While attendance is important, it is vital that sick children are kept at home to minimise 

the impact on the whole school and to aid their recovery.  

During the last 2 weeks we have received multiple notifications from parents confirming that 

their child/ren have developed the following infectious illnesses; 

Whooping Cough usually begins like a cold with a blocked or runny nose, tiredness, mild fever 

and a cough. 

The cough gets worse and severe bouts of uncontrollable coughing can develop. Coughing bouts 

can be followed by vomiting, choking or taking a big gasping breath which causes a "whooping" 

sound. The cough can last for many weeks and can be worse at night. 

Older children and adults may just have a cough that lasts for many weeks. They may not have 

the whoop. 

Chickenpox (varicella) begins with a sudden onset of slight fever, runny nose, feeling generally 

unwell and a skin rash. The rash usually begins as small lumps that turn into blisters and then 

scabs. The rash appears over three to four days. At any one time, the lesions of the rash vary in 

stages of development. 

Symptoms usually occur two weeks after exposure to the virus. 

Persons who are previously vaccinated can still get chickenpox. If chickenpox occurs in a             
vaccinated person it is usually mild and less contagious than in an unvaccinated person . 
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Process – Student absences due to illness: 

 If your child/ren are unwell please keep them home. Seek medical advice if you     

suspect their symptoms have worsened. If they contract a contagious illness that   

requires them to stay away for a designated period, a clearance from the doctor will 

be required upon their return 

 

 Notify the school of your child/rens absence 

 

 On your child/rens return to school, send an absence note to the classroom teacher 

as per the Department Attendance Policy;                                                                

               

Woolworths Earn and Learn 

It’s time to return your Woolworths Earn & Learn sticker sheets to school.  

 

Could we please ask that you return your sheets  completed or not to the Earn & Learn box in 

the office by Wednesday 3 July .  

 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 

 

Mandy Anderson 

School Administrative Manager 
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JEPS P & C 

 

JEPS P & C 

Christ Mission Appeal 

A big thank you to those who donated to our Christ Mission Appeal, we are sure you have 

made some less fortunate people very happy. 

 

End of Term Disco 

End of term is fast approaching which means its time to get your dancing shoes on and    

celebrate with our school disco. Payments are due to class teachers by Friday 28th June. 

 

 $7.00 Snack deal  (includes disco entry, packet of chips and a  drink) 

Or 

 $5.00 Disco entry only 

Glow sticks will be available to purchase for $2.00 on the morning of the disco 

   

P & C Meeting 

Our next meeting will be held Wednesday 3rd July  at 7pm in the staff room, we would 

love to see some new faces there. 

 

Enjoy your holidays and thank you for your continued support. 

 

School Banking 

Don’t forget school banking takes place every Wednesday morning. 
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STAGE 1 NEWS 

James Erskine PS Newsletter 

We will be having our reward session for Bronze, Silver and Principal Award recipients from 
Stage 1 students during Week 10. 
 
 
Our Year 1 excursion to Fairfield City Museum occurred on Tuesday 18th June 2019 and students 

were thoroughly entertained by the wonderful volunteers at the Museum. Students got to     

experience school from the late 1800’s, how washing was done before electricity, visited some 

old homes and saw a replica of Wheatleys  corner store. Thanks you to Mrs McCarroll for        

assisting us on the day. Photos are included in this newsletter. 

We wish all families a safe and relaxing holiday. 

Year 2 have been planning their excursion which will be held in term 4. It will be part of our 

healthy eating focus in PDHPE. We will be taking a tour of the inside of the human body to      

investigate how food affects the body. More details will be sent home in term 3. 

 

Throughout this term, year 2 have focussed on a sea and beach theme during writing lessons. 

Next term we are looking forward to an aboriginal theme where we will explore various    

dreamtime stories and write a range of imaginative, informative and persuasive texts, inspired 

by the stories we have read.  

 

In visual arts, students will be learning about photography. They will plan for and use digital   

devices to create photo stories, highlighting the beginning, middle and end of their story. They 

will then present their photo stories to their class as part of a story telling presentation. We look  

forward to seeing what they create. 

 

We wish all families a safe and relaxing holiday. 

Stage 1 Teachers 
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Fairfield City Museum 

18th June 2019 

James Erskine PS Newsletter 
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1/2J have had a fantastic start to the year and we are looking      

forward to learning so much throughout the year.  

Music: 

We have been learning to play our 

recorders using high and low 

notes. 

 

 

English: 

We have been reading a variety 

of books and we have been  

learning how to write a wide 

range of text types including 

letters,  procedures and           

information reports.  

Mathematics: 

During maths lessons we have been 

learning to count by several      

number sequences including 3s and 

4s. We have also covered a range of 

topics including addition, number 

patterns and length.  
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Stage 2 News 

James Erskine PS Newsletter 

What a busy time Stage 2 have had. This term has flown by!  We have had some wonderful     

activities taking place at our school lately. Events have included– 

Cross country carnivals, Environ Matters incursion, NAPLAN, PSSA sport, school photos, Biggest 

Morning Tea, PJ mufti-day, high jump finals, Naidoc Cup, Super Heroes Writing Day, reports,   

interviews and assemblies. 

And still to come ….. 

Rewards Day 

Spelling Bee Finals 

Disco 

I am sure all students (and teachers) are ready for well-deserved rest.  

INTERVIEWS 

Parent /Teacher interviews are during Week 9. This is great opportunity for you to meet up with 

your child’s teacher to discuss their progress and address any possible concerns you may have. 

Please take the time to return the request for an interview to ensure that you are allocated a 

convenient time. 

SPELLING BEE 

Congratulations to all students who took part in the class and stage finals of the Spelling Bee. 

The Stage 2 winning representatives will be going to the district finals in Term 3. Well done to 

the Queen Bee herself, Miss King for all her organisation. 

COIN RACE 

Next term we will have the annual ‘JEPS’ coin race. Each class will line up their coins to see who 

can make the longest line. The class with the longest line of coins will win a pizza party.               

(K-2 & 3-6).  

Start collecting! 

ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

The athletics carnival will be held at Blair Oval on Thursday 25th July (Week 1). On this day,     

students must ensure they bring their hat, recess, lunch, a drink and a jumper. Please ensure 

that your child’s name is clearly labelled on their jumper and hat.  

YEAR 4 CAMP 

The time for camp is getting closer and lots of students are beginning to get excited. Early next 

term, the ‘what to bring’ list will be sent home  
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EQUIPMENT 

Please take the time to check pencil cases over the holidays and replenish missing equipment 

such as glue sticks, white board markers, pens and pencils etc 

Warm Regards, 

Stage 2 Team 
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This year we have been working hard on a project to educate others 
about the importance of bees and create solutions to protect the future 
of our bees in Erskine Park.  

It’s not just bees that we have learnt about! Check out some of our   
learning so far! 
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Stage 3 News 

James Erskine PS Newsletter 

Stage 3 updates as we near the end of another busy term! 

 Reports are home and parent teacher interviews have been conducted. Thank you to 

Stage 3 staff for all of your hard work this term. Teachers are still looking very tired! 

 

 Students have been working hard in class, each and every day. Please ask your child to tell 

you about new information that they have been learning about in class. 

 

 All students are working hard and striving towards the achievement of bronze and silver 

awards. Students are expected to try their best for all teachers in all curriculum areas. 

However, many students are not coming to school with all of their equipment. Students 

need to be organised with PSSA equipment,   absence notes and pencil cases as needed. It 

was very pleasing to see so many senior students have their names called out at our      

recent assemblies. 

 

 Please ensure that all permission notes are promptly returned to school.   Payments 

should be in an envelope, clearly labelled with the child’s name, class, event and amount 

of money. If paying online, receipt numbers and  permission notes need to go to the office 

before payment is processed and stamped as complete. 

 

 Year 6 camp is the second week back of term, Monday 29th July, leaving at 6.30am (note 

change of time) and returning on Wednesday 23rd July around 6:30- 7:00pm. Please     

update staff with any further information as needed, especially changes to medical status. 

Please check the school Facebook for any new information regarding camp. A final         

reminder note will be sent home during the first week back of term 3. 

 

 Congratulations to the many Stage 3 students representing the school in debating, dance 

and sport at the district, regional and state carnivals. 

 

 Thank you to the teachers who continue to give up their time after school to meet with 

staff from Erskine Park High School in order to plan transition activities and engage in   

professional learning opportunities. 

 

Kind regards, 

Leisa Halicek 
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6R is regularly involved in the ‘Learn To Lead’ sessions with the local high school. All students enjoy 

playing sport under the guidance of some of the students from Erskine Park High School. 

We have also been learning about Australian Government as we prepare for our Year 6 camp at the be-

ginning of next term. Everyone in 6R is looking forward to visiting Parliament House and seeing the snow. 
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Teachers from Erskine Park High and Stage 3 teachers have been working collaboratively on many 

transition projects for our Year 5 and 6 students. Here are some photos from our combined Term 

2 meeting. 

 

 

Leisa Halicek 
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TRANSITION MEETING 

JAMES ERSKINE PUBLIC SCHOOL/ERKSINE PARK HIGH SCHOOL 
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SPORTS NEWS 

James Erskine PS Newsletter 

 

 

 

SENIOR A NETBALL TEAM 

 

The Senior A Netball Team played in the NSW PSSA Knockout Gala Day at Penrith on Tuesday 

28th May 2019. 

In Round 3 we had a convincing win over Clairgate, 28-5. 

In Round 4 we played Ropes Crossing and went down 30-10, but never gave up trying. 

During the Round 5 time we played a friendly game against Werrington County which we won 

even though we played all different positions. 

A very enjoyable day and we thank our families for their support and transport. 

Pam Williams  Coach 
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SPORTS NEWS 

BASKETBALL STATE KNOCKOUT 

Our Boys and Girls State Knockout basketball team played against Banks Public School in the 

round 2 match. Both games started close in the first two quarters then JEPS managed to pull 

away. We have now progressed in the top 8 of our region. We will be playing the winner 

between Quakers Hill Public School and Jasper Road Public School. Good luck JEPS! 
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SPORTS NEWS 

BASKETBALL STATE KNOCKOUT 



James Erskine PS Newsletter Page 24 

 

 

KNOCK OUT SOCCER 

 

On Thursday 11th April the senior boys soccer knockout team played against Henry Fulton 

Public School. The boys put in a lot of effort and came away victorious with a 4-0 win. This 

landed us in the next round versing Clairgate PS on Monday 27th May. The nail-biting game 

had a 1-1 score at half time and the boys held their heads high as they went into the second 

half. Although they put in a fantastic effort, they were unfortunately defeated 5-3.  

Goal Scorers included Brent Dunlop and Harrison Frendo. Both games were played with     

fantastic sportsmanship and all of the boys should be proud of their efforts.  

 

 

James Erskine PS Newsletter 

SPORTS NEWS 
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On Friday the 21st of June our 3-6 Aboriginal students and their friends competed at the NAIDOC 

Cup combined schools sports gala day. Students competed in either Netball or Oz Tag               

competitions. We also had our year 1 and 2 Aboriginal students and their friends attend and     

participate in traditional Indigenous Games, Craft & Cultural Activities.  

We appreciate that the cost and organisation of this event was covered by Nepean Community 

and Neighbourhood Services and would like to thank them for an enjoyable day.  
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 Wrap with Love 

 

“Cold humanity is our concern, people caring about other people.’ 

 

Dear JEPS Families 

 
“Wrap with Love” is a non-denominational, non-racial and non-political organisation. It relies on 
volunteers to knit or crochet a wool square. The squares are then sewn together to create a 
wrap to help people from Australia and all over the world stay warm. 

 
This is one simple way to help people in need. 

 
I am inviting all knitters and crafts people from the JEPS Community, to knit or crochet a wool 
square, to help make a knitted wrap, for people in need to stay warm. 

 

Instructions for making the square 

 

Squares for the wrap are to measure 25cm x 25cm 

 Use 4mm needles 

 8 ply wool yarn 

 Cast on 50-55 stitches 

 Knit in garter stitch. No stocking stitch please (one row plain, one row purl) as the square 
will curl. 

 

Completed wraps are made up of 28 squares. 

 
I hope that crafts people from our JEPS community can contribute knitted squares. Let’s see how 
many completed wraps we can achieve. 

 
Please hand your squares into the school office or to Mrs Quinn by 1st August 2019. This will    
allow time for the squares to be sewn together. This is a joint project of our STEPS community, 
organized by Mrs Papasinos of St Clair Public School. 

 
Thank you for your generosity and support in advance. 

 

Kind regards 

Mrs Quinn 
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We are a White Ribbon 

School 
To end violence, we must work together to change 

our attitudes and behaviours. 

St Clair and Erskine Park Schools (STEPS) are         

committed to working together to foster a culture of           

respect. 

We support White Ribbon and promote  

‘respectful relationships’ within our community. 

At our school we say:  

YES to RESPECT 
 


