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Important Dates

Term 1

Feb

20th Swimming Carnival— Mt Druitt Pools
21st P&C Meeting

23rd Leadership Induction Assembly
March

2nd District Swimming

15th Selective High School Test

15th Year 6-7 evening EPHS

19th Leadership Excursion

21st Harmony Day

22nd AFL- afterschool program 3pm-4pm
26th NRL League Tag— St Marys PSSA Gala Day
29th Assembly of Excellence

29th AFL- afterschool program 3pm-4pm

30th Good Friday

April

2nd Easter Monday

3rd Stage 2 Smart Banking Sessions

4th Stage 2 Smart Banking Sessions

5th AFL—afterschool program 3pm-4pm
10th Sydney West Netball

11th Sydney West Swimming

12th Sydney West Swimming

12th AFL—afterschool program 3pm-4pm
13th Last day of Term 1

Term 2

30th SSD

May

1st First day of Term— Students Return

Assemblies

K — 2 Assemblies— Term 1

When

Run By

Friday 2nd March 11.20am

2J

Friday 16th March 11.20am

1P

Friday 6th April 11:20 am

SRC

Years 3 — 6 Assemblies— Terms 2

When Run By & Item By
Thursday 1st March 12.20pm Stage 3
Thursday 15th March 12.20pm Stage 2
Thursday 5th April 12.20pm SRC




News from the Principal

Welcome back to the 2018 school year. We have had a fantastic start to the year and | am happy to report that, with an increase in
numbers, we have been able to form 23 classes and were able to move into these classes on the first day of the school year. We
do have some new faces at the school and | would like to take this opportunity to welcome Ms Marie Valentine and also, formally
congratulate Mrs Virginia D’Angelis who was successful in the merit selection process for the position of Assistant Principal at the
school and she will be taking on the supervisory role of Stage 2 this year. For your information, our classes for 2018 are:

Kinder Mrs Leanne Davies Supervisor: Mrs Davies
Mrs Rebecca Clark
Ms Kelly King
Ms Ana Filipovic

1 Mrs Pam Williams
Ms Marie Valentine
Ms Brittany Chester
Mrs Marianne Owens (3 days)/Mrs Christine Berville (2 days)

Supervisor: Mrs Alicia Houben (3 days)

2 Ms Ruth John (3 days)/Mrs Jen Hrynuik (2 days)
Ms Nikki Borg
Mr Andrew Rolls
Supervisor: Mrs Cathy McColgan (2 days)

3 Ms Amy Couper

Mr Andrew Banzon

3/4 Mrs Virginia D’Angelis Supervisor: Mrs D’Angelis
4 Mrs Kristi Spratt

Ms Amanda Weibye

Mr Steve Cooke
5 Mrs Karla Roe (4 days)/Mrs Angela Farrugia (1 day)

Mr David Mercer

Ms Jen Farrugia

6 Mrs Leisa Halicek Supervisor: Mrs Halicek
Mrs Kylie Halfpenny

Ms Meagan Pearce




Parent/Teacher Meetings

Our term 1 parent/teacher meetings were held last week. Thank you to all of the parents who were able to attend. It is such a worth-
while opportunity for you to not only meet your child/s teacher but also to discuss any concerns you might have regarding their
learning as well as help us to get to know your child. Please note however that you are not limited to formal meetings such as these
to discuss any concerns you might have. Our teachers at JEPS are more than happy to meet with you personally or have a phone
conversation whenever the need arises. Please be mindful however that teachers have a ‘duty of care’ to the students and a pre-
organised meeting time is preferred.

Sadly....

....with this in mind, | would ask, as | have done in the past, that you bring any concerns you have with regard to your child’s educa-
tion, firstly to the class teacher and if needed, stage supervisor etc rather than airing your grievances on social media. It is dis-
couraging for our very professional staff to have their practice discredited without the opportunity to discuss your concerns.

School Leaders....

...today we celebrated and recognised our student leaders through the presentation of badges. These badges, represent a proud
history of student leadership at JEPS spanning the school’s history, responsibility and a sense of membership within the school
community.

Leadership positions give students the opportunity to have a voice, to speak on behalf of their peers, giving all students the oppor-
tunity to become active participants in our school community whether that be in the classroom, on the playground or sporting field.

As our leaders officially take up their role, whether that be as a councillor, school vice captain, school captain, SRC member or sport
house captain or vice captain, | encourage them to wear their badge with pride, accepting the responsibility that position brings and
to remember that they were elected by their peers — so represent them proudly.

Something that we can all probably take something from and | think is representative of our student leadership group is...

“I want to inspire people. | want someone to look at me and say because of you I didn’t give up.”
Car Park

Can | please take this opportunity to remind parents that you are not to enter the staff carpark unless you have prior permission. This
year, we have been forced to take steps to reduce the number of parents and/or carers entering the carpark without permission to
collect students by introducing a ‘JEPS Carpark Pass’. Please don't hesitate to contact the office if for some reason you need to
collect students from the carpark and we can issue you with a pass.

We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause however, we are doing it for the SAFETY OF OUR STUDENTS.....YOUR
CHILDREN. In light of recent circumstances where students have been seriously injured or even more tragically, are now de-
ceased, we ask you to adhere to this request.

P&C

This week our first P&C Meeting for the year was held. The dual purpose of this meeting was to finalise the 2017 AGM through the
presentation of the financial statement and the election of a new Treasurer. Our first meeting for the 2018 school year was also held.

I would like to take this opportunity to formally welcome the 2018 P&C Executive Committee and offer them my support and full con-
fidence in their endeavors to raise funds to provide additional equipment for the students of our school. | look forward to working in
partnership with you this year.




News from the Principal continued

CAREMONKEY AND SCHOOL BYTES
..... please, please, please can you complete your CareMonkey profile. Without this, we are unable to use this system to its full benefit.
Thank you to the families who have already completed their profiles.

Kind Regards,
Corinna Robertson

Principal

News from the Deputy

Welcome back everyone! It has been lovely meeting our 78 new Kinder students and their families
and the 29 new students and their families, we have had come into Years One to Six. Staff are
looking forward to an exciting and fun year working with our 585 students. The assistant principals
have prepared an introduction to their stages in the newsletter which | am sure you will find
informative.

School Leadership

Today we had our Induction Assembly where we presented our school leaders for the year with their
badges. Our leadership team consists of our school captains, vice-captain, councillors, an SRC mem-
ber that was elected for every class from grades 1 to 6 (Kinder SRC members will be elected and
receive their badges later in the term) and our sports captains and vice captains for each of our
sport’s houses. | would like to extend my congratulations to these students. We look forward to
working with these students over the year.

( A full list of all of our leadership team is included on page 11 of our newsletter)
Extended Leave

We have already had many families apply for extended leave for holidays that they are taking early
this year. Just a reminder that Extended Leave Applications are only required for leave that exceeds
10 school days. Families taking leave that consists of less than 10 school days should write a note
just before taking leave to the class teacher so the absences can be entered on the class rolls. For
parents who require an extended leave application these can be downloaded from the website, in
the notes section or obtained from the Office. Once an Extended Leave Application is handed into
the Office and processed an Extended Leave Certificate is issued that should be taken with you and
produced by authorities if requested.




Swimming Carnival

Congratulations to all students who attended our annual swimming carnival as either a competitor or
spectator. House captains did a great job leading chants and rallying support for the swimmers. To par-
ents who attended the carnival we thank you for your support. A special thank you to parents who assist-
ed with time keeping. Mrs Halfpenny (who organised the event) and the teachers did a wonderful job in
trying weather running the carnival. Results and photos have been included in this issue of the newsletter.
A special mention and congratulations to Mikayla on breaking two swimming records, including one of
her own!

P&C

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the P&C for their support, in particular to Bree, Amanda and
Kylie who assisted with Kinder on their first day of school.

Communication

It is planned that the newsletter will be uploaded in weeks 4 and 9 of each term. We will endeavour to
keep you up to date through the website calendar, Facebook and the school noticeboard.

Writing
This year as part of our Strategic Plan we are focusing on targeting the teaching of writing. On Wednesday
of this week a group of teachers from Years 2 to 6 attended a writing workshop. One of the techniques we

explored which we will be exploring with students over the coming weeks is “Sizzling Starters”. Sizzling
starters are used to capture the reader’s attention straight away. Here are some examples from 5F;

1”7

“Boom! Smash!” The peas went flying in the air. The turkey was over cooked as if it had been in a fire. The

table started to shake. Plates were smashed. It was a huge mess. What was happening?- by Tanika

Bang! The engine ripped off the plane and disappeared into the atmosphere. What is happening, | was
thinking in my head. “Get ready for a crash landing!” shouted the courageous captain.—by Christian

Crash! The prototype shattered to pieces like broken glass. He was mad. This was his third time trying to
make it! He was as mad as a starving lion. What was he to do now? By Zachariah

School Terms

Term 1-2018 — Tuesday, 30th January — Friday, 13th April
Term 2 — 2018 — Tuesday, 1st May — Friday, 6th July

Term 3 — 2018 — Tuesday, 24th July — Friday, 28th September

Term 4 — 2018 — Monday, 15th October — Wednesday,19th December

Kind regards,
Kim Dunscombe

Deputy Principal




o ffi ce N ews Office Hours - 8.30am - 3pm

CareMonkey

We have commenced using CareMonkey - an electronic health and safety application.

Thank you to all those parents that have logged in and created a profile for their child/
children.

If you haven't created your child’s profile a reminder email will continue to be sent
inviting you to do so. Please log in and create your profile so that we can move forward
and begin using this system to organise excursion and school activities.

You can also visit the CareMonkey website for more information: www.caremonkey.com

This year we are simplifying our online payment system by sending student statement of accounts
directly to parents via email. This new system works in conjuction with CareMonkey so we would
appreciate it if you could create your CareMonkey profile if you haven't already done so.

All excursions and activities will be pre-populated for each student. The statements will include a
unique link fo make secure payments online through our existing Westpac Parent Online Pay-
ment (POP) system (Visa/Mastercard credit & debit cards accepted).

Payment Date Reminders

Closing dates:
* SRC - Longneck lagoon Excursion — Fri 9 March
*Year 6 EQI High School Applications — Fri 16 March
*Year 6 Camp Deposit- $150 - Fri 23 March
*Year 4 Camp Deposit - $60 — Fri 6 April
* End of Term School Disco - Fri 6 April

The permission notes are available on the school website in the ‘Notes'Tab and the '‘Online’ pay-
ment option is also available for your convenience.

For cash/cheque payments please ensure all notes & money are placed in one envelope. To assist
the office whilst receipting multiple cash/cheque payments for your child or children, it is preferred
you place all children’s payments in one  envelope.

Permission to Publish / Walking Note / Health Care Plans, Asthma &
Medical Notes

Thank you to those families that have returned these notes.

If these notes have not been returned please do so as soon as possible.



http://www.caremonkey.com

Office News cont,

Changes to the Daily Collection of Your Children

As the school office is at its busiest between 8.30 to 9.30am and 2.30 fo 3.00pm, we would like to
encourage parents/carers to make plans prior to school in regards to changes in pick-up arrange-
ments. We understand that emergency situations do arise where you need to deter from your usual
collection arrangements and we will assist you as much as we can in relaying this information fo
your child but it would be more beneficial if you could send a note with your child for the class
teacher so that they are directly aware of any changes and can ensure that your child remembers
what they need to do or where they need to go.

Mandy Andersow

School Administrative Manager

P&C News

Welcome back to our students and families and a warm welcome to our new students and families
Once again a BIG thank you to Liz Dunlop and Rebecca Alexander for there many years of con-
tributing to our P& C you will be sorely missed .

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome our P& C for 2018

Banking Coordinators- Abby Dabit & Julenna Kendrick

Uniform Shop Coordinator- Kristy Carter

Uniform Shop Assistant- Kylie Sciberras

Secretary- Abby Dabit

Treasurer- Amanda Grigg

Vice Presidents- Kim Collins & Kristy Carter

President- Bree Wade

Term 1 disco

Notes have gone home for our end of term disco.

Glowsticks will be available to purchase on the morning from 830 for $2

Mothers Day Stall

We are currently getting busy organising gifts for the kiddies to spoil their loved ones with. We will
also have a range of gifts for nans and grandmas. More information will be sent out closer to the
date.

P&C Meeting

Our next meeting will be Wednesday 21st March at 7Zpm we look forward o seeing some new faces
there.

Please like our Facebook page JEPs P&C. We keep that updated for your convenience

Have a great term

Regards

JEPS P&C




Library News




Congratulations to our Captains

Captains
Abbi
Blake

Vice Captain

Tatjana

, Vice Captain and Councillors 2018.

Councillors
Jayden
Sienna
Kirithiga
Taliyah

Bailey

Tamara




Congratulations to our House Captains and Vice Captains for 2018.

Bennett House Leaders
Liam
Angel
Tazma

Cameron

Macquarie House Captains
Ethan
Matoisha
Vince

Kayla

Evans House Captains
Charlotte
Max
Jorja

Jayden

Jayden
Keeley
Rose

Maia




Congratulations to our Stage 1, 2 and 3 Student Representatives for 2018
Our Kindergarten representatives will be nominated later in the year.

Stage 1

Stage 2 Stage 3
lzabella 1B Indyana 3B Nekea 5F
Harper 1C Jordin 3C Sofia 5M

loe 1P Mikayla 3/4D Olivia 5R
Taylor 1V Lara 4C Shari 6H
Katie 2B Jake 4§ Jessica 6L
Emily 2J Mackenzie 4W Stella 6P

Zachery 2R




2018 James Erskine’s Annual Swimming Carnival

The 31st Annual Swimming Carnival was held at Mt Druitt Swimming Pool on Tuesday 20t February.

I'd like to pass on our thanks to these wonderful parents for assisting with time keeping on the day. It was greatly
appreciated.

Mrs Phelan

Mrs Stretton

Mr Eldridge

Mrs Talaia

Mrs Beadman

Thank you to the teachers for working so hard to make the carnival run smoothly and to the parents for support-
ing the event. I would also like to congratulate our JEPS students on their great behaviour throughout the day.

Congratulations to Mikayla.F who broke the 10 yrs girls 50m freestyle record which stood for 19 years. She also
broke her own junior breastroke record from last year. A fantastic effort by this talented swimmer!

The District Carnival will be held on Friday 2nd March at Mt Druitt Pool. The children competing will be notified.
The 200m Individual Medley and Open 100m Freestyle are invitation only events and the children will be selected
by the District Convenors on their times. Each school may send two competitors for all other events. We also se-
lect the four fastest swimmers to compete in the relay events, not the winning House relay team.

Thank you, Kylie Halfpenny.

2018 James Erskine’s Swimming Carnival Results

Girls Open 100m Freestyle Girls 9yrs 50m Freestyle

1st Mikayla 1.21.41 1st Saige 58.46
2nd Lara 1.38.59 2nd Teagan 1.03.84
3rd Isabella 1.43.03 3rd Tyarnie 1.02.53
4th Jaeahna 1.48.34 4th Jazi 1.11.75
Boys Open 100m Freestyle Boys 9yrs 50m Freestyle

1st Jake 1.31.13 1st Archie 40.71
2nd Blake 1.39.88 2nd Levi 55.28
3rd Cameron 1.56.69 3rd Jake 1.01.22
4th Braidyn 2.36.64 4th Jeremy 1.03.25
Girls 8yrs 50m Freestyle Girls 10yrs 50m Freestyle

1st Novalee 52.62 1st Mikayla 36.94
2nd Chelsea 1.05.44 2nd Lara 42.94
3rd Mia 1.07.19 3rd Lillith 45.44
4th Kayley 1.10.47 4th Jaeahna 45.47
Boys 8yrs 50m Freestyle Boys 10yrs 50m Freestyle

1st Jai 1.04.53 1st Jake 38.28
2nd Tate 1.10.41 2nd Jack 50.47
3rd Kayden 1.15.33 3rd Jaxson 55.62

4th Caleb 1.20.81 4th Tyler 55.84




2018 James Erskine’s Swimming Carnival Results

Girls 11yrs 50m Freestyle
1st Jorja

2nd Elysia

3rd Bree-Anna

4th Kayla

Boys 11yrs 50m Freestyle
1st Thomas

2nd Luke

3rd Cooper

4th Jayden

Girls 12yrs 50m Freestyle
1st Abbi

2nd Jess

3rd Matoisha

4th Charlotte

Boys 12yrs 50m Freestyle
1st Ethan

2nd Blake

3rd Jackson

4th Liam

Girls Junior 50m Backstroke

1st Mickayla
2nd Lara

3rd Isabella

4th Jaeahna

Boys Junior 50m Backstroke

1st Jake
2nd Archie

3rd Jack
4th Jeremy

Girls 11yrs 50m Backstroke
1st Jorja

2nd Bree-Anna
3rd Mariah
4th Kayla

43.63
52.22
52.47
56.87

50.25
50.97
51.97
52.91

49.94
55.19
55.57
55.97

41

43.35
45.25
48.75

45.91
53.97
58.78
59.19

44.9
58.6

59.84
1.07.85

58.09

1.02.31
1.07.25
1.13.47

Boys 11yrs 50m Backstroke
1st Brent

Girls Senior 50m Backstroke

1st Abbi
2nd Tatjana

3rd Taliyah
4th Charlotte

Boys Senior 50m Backstroke
1st Blake

2nd Cameron

3rd Ethan

Girls Junior 50m Breaststroke
1st Mikayla

2nd Kara

3rd Isabella

4th Lillith

Boys Junior 50m Breaststroke
1st Jake

2nd Archie

3rd Tyler

4th Jack

Girls 11yrs 50m Breaststroke
1st Bree-Anna

2nd Jorja

3rd Nekea

4th Mariah

Girls Senior 50m Breaststroke
1st Jorja
2nd Charlotte

Boys Senior 50m Breaststroke
1st Blake

2nd Liam

3rd Cameron

1.47.06

1.02.75
1.06.25

1.07.93
1.09.09

58.88
1.06.44
1.11.44

50.15

1.00.22
1.01.88
1.07.78

51.34

1.07.53
1.17.85
1.11.97

1.09.50
1.11.09
1.12.18
1.24.25

1.12.25
1.18.79

1.01.50
1.10.56
1.18.31




2018 James Erskine’s Swimming Carnival Results

Girls Junior 50m Butterfly
1st Mikayla
2nd Jaeahna

3rd Isabella

Boys Junior 50m Butterfly
1st Jake

2nd Archie

3rd Tyler

Girls 11yrs Butterfly

1st Bree-Anna

Boys Senior 50m Butterfly
1st Blake
2nd Liam

Girls Open 200m Medley

1st Mikayla
2nd Isabella
3rd Lara
4th Louise

Boys Open 200m Medley
1st Jake

2nd Blake

3rd Liam

4th Levi

47.55
57.15

57.4

54.44
1.06.34
1.20.91

1.15.72

1.05.56
1.15.60

3.40.16
4.17.22
4.24.43
4.49.38

3.54.12
4.40.22
5.45.53
6.34.09

Girls Junior 4x50m Freestyle
Relay

1st Evans
2nd Marsden
3rd Bennett
4th Macquarie

Boys Junior 4x50m Freestyle
Relay

1st Macquarie
2nd Evans

3rd Bennett
4th Marsden

Girls Senior 4x50m Freestyle
Relay

1st Evans
2nd Bennett
3rd Marsden
4th Macquarie

Boys Senior 4x50m Freestyle
Relay

1st Bennett
2nd Macquarie
3rd Marsden
4th Evans

3.34.31
3.44.44
3.46.50
3.50.50

4.10.29
4.23.69
4.43.44
4.47.69

3.49.06
3.55.60
4.04.19
4.18.22

3.24.10
3.53.50
4.07.47
4.19.66







Stage News

The newest and litflest members of James Erskine Public School have started and are settling in beautifully fo
their new classes. It is wonderful to see all their smiling faces as they are standing quietly in their class lines
each morning ready for their day to begin. A very big thankyou to all parents and caregivers for helping us
by encouraging your child to hold their own bag while standing in lines by themselves and by waving good-
bye and leaving them once the teacher arrives. They are looking so grown up.

Playground

Kindergarten have been practising how to walk in lines, lining up quietly and how to play with their
friends respectfully. They have learnt where they are allowed to play and are now ready to start
playing with the other children in the playground.

Library

Kindergarten have also been going to the library each week and have been introduced to a world
of stories and some of our robotic friends. Borrowing has started and just a quick reminder that stu-
dents will need a library bag to borrow a book from the library.

Crunch and Sip

Crunch and Sip has also started in our kindergarten classrooms. Crunch and Sip is a time for students
to ‘refuel’ on fresh fruit or vegetables and ‘rehydrate’ with water. It has been shown that students
who are not hungry and are well hydrated perform better in the classroom, show increased con-
centration, and are less likely to be irritable and disruptive.

Lateness/Attendance

It is important that students are not late to class as they can often miss vital information of what is
happening. If your child is ever absent from school, it is important that a note is given to the class
teacher as soon as your child returns to school.

Parent Helpers

Please see your child’s class teacher if you are able to assist in the classroom. Remember to
help in our classrooms all parents need to have their Working With Children Check. You are
able to apply online through NSW Services.

Quick Reminders

. Please ensure that all students move up into the courtyard in the morning and not in the walk-
ways as this is an out of bounds area.

. Please label all clothing and lunch items such as bottles and containers with their name and
class.

. Make sure all students have their hats everyday so they can play in the playground.




Stage News

WELCOME TO STRSE ONE

What a great start fo 2018. Stage One (Year One and Year Two) students have settled into their
new classes quickly and have readily adjusted to their new structures and routines. Students and
teachers have enjoyed getting to know each other in these first few weeks and look forward to
working with families to make it a very successful and enjoyable year.

We have 7 classes in Stage One this year. Four classes in Year One and three classes in Year Two.

Year One Teachers: Year Two Teachers:
1P - Mrs Williams 2R - Mr Rolls
1V - Miss Valentine 2B - Miss Borg
1C - Miss Chester 2J - Mrs Hrynuik (M/T)
1B - Mrs Owens (M/T) &

3 Miss John (W/Th/F)

Mrs Berville (W/Th/F)

Some other teachers you may hear your child talk about are:
Mrs Cattermole in the Library
Mrs Powell for RFF Music

Mrs Houben, Mrs Grono and Mrs Quinn for Reading and Language Support

Specific class information regarding sport day, library day and general class information have
been sent home.

If you haven't already done so, please remember to book in and make a time to meet with your
child’s class teacher. Parent Teacher Meetings are vital in preparing for the year ahead and shar-
ing important information about your child. We look forward to meeting you very soon.

Kind Regards,

Mrs Houben, Mrs McColgan and Stage One Teachers




Stage News

Welcome back to all our Stage 2 students and families. Our students are gearing up for a very
active and productive year. In Science, students will initiate their own investigations and devel-
op ideas for design tasks focusing on plants, animals and the natural and made environments.
Students will also engage in learning about early Australian history and Australia’s place in the
world.

Throughout this year we will again be offering students a variety of opportunities in all areas of
the curriculum. And these will be supported by events, excursions and camps that we hope all
the students will participate in and enjoy.

Stage 2 are very excited about 2018 and once again look forward to sharing this journey with
you. So please keep checking newsletters, the school website and our Facebook page to keep
up to date with all that is happening.




Stage News

STAGE 3

Welcome back students and families. It was wonderful to see so many parents meeting the
class teachers last week. Stage 3 classes have been exiremely settled and hardworking. We
certainly have a busy year ahead of us!

Our teaching team includes;
Miss Farrugia 5F

Mr Mercer 5SM

Mrs Roe and Mrs Farrugia 5R
Mrs Halfpenny 6H

Mrs Halicek 6L

Miss Pearce 6P

Congratulations to all student leaders for displaying patience and initiative during the first few
weeks of school. The students will wear their badges proudly and lead by example.

Our middle schools project continues this year with Year 5 going to the Erskine Park High for sci-
ence lessons and Year 6 working with Year 7 in the area of P.E all year.

Year 6 will soon be issued with the Expression of Interest form for high school and remember that
the final date for Year 6 camp deposit is due on Friday 234 March.

Kind regards,

Stage 3 teachers




Kinder Foxes Kinder Owls Kinder Racoons Kinder Deers
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